 1y83. LAWS of the STATE of

Chixtv. other writings, without the confent of the authors or proprietors of
" fuch books and writings, to their great injury : For preventing there-
fore fuch practices, and for the encouragement of learned men,
.

A A 11. We it enaiiev, &y the General Affembly of Maryland, That the
thors, &c. author of any book  or books, writing or writings, already compofed
| and not printed and publithed, or that thall be hereafter compofed, and

- his éxecutors, adminiftrators; or affigns, thall have the fole liberty of
printing and reprinting fuch book or books, writing or writings, for the

term of fourteen years, to commence from the day of the firtt publith-

ingthe fame ; and that if any other perfon whatfoever, within the time

granted and limited by this a&t as atorefaid, fhall priat, reprint, im-

port or bring into the flate, or caufe to be printed, reprinted, ime

por&ed or brought into the ftate, any fuch book or books, writing or
writings, without the confent of the proprietor or proprietors thereof

ficft had and obtained in writing, figned in the prefence of two or more
witneffes, or knowing the fame to be fo printed, reprinted, imported

or brought into the ftate, without the conicnt of the proprictors, fhall

{ell, publith, or expofe tv fale, any fuch book or books, writing or
~writings, without fuch confent firft had and obtained as. atorefaid, then

fuch offcnder or offenders fhall forfeit fuch bock or books, writing or §
writings, to the proprietor or proprietors ; and further, that every fuch  |§

offender or offenders fhall forfeit two-pence tor every theet which fhall |

be found in his, her or their cuftody, ecither printed or printing, pub-
lifhed or expofed to fale, contrary to the true intent and meaning of

1II. and, Whereas many perfons may through ignorance offend

- againft this a&, unlefs fome provifion be made, whereby the property

in every fuch book as is intended by this act to be fecured to the pro-

_ rictor or proprictors thereof may be afcertained : Therefore, W€ it
z'ﬁlj‘e’ﬁ’;‘;’;: gnatted, That nothing in this a& contained thall be conftrued to ex-
&, tend to fubjet any perfon whatfoever to the forfeitures and penalties
~ herein mentioned, or by reafon of the printing, reprinting, importing,| |
bringing into the ftate, or caufing to be brought into the ftate, felling™x

or expofing to fale, of any book or books, writing or writings, without
the coonfent of the proprietor or proprietors, unlefs the title to the copy
of fuch book or books, writing or writings, herecafter publithed, fhall,
before fuch publication by the proprietor or proprictors, be entered in
a regifter, to be kept by the clerk of the general court for that pur-
pofes which regifter may, at all reafonable and convenient times, be
reforted to and infpefted by any perfon, for the purpofe before men-
tioned, without any fee or reward ; and the clerk aforefaid, when and
as often as thereunto required, fhall give'a certificate: under his hand of
fuch entry or entries, and for every fuch certificate may take and re-

ceive a fee of three fhillings and nine-pence.

ﬁi”?.‘:i?.’a’: IV. and be it enaited, That all a&ions or informations for any of-
o nonths, fence that fhall be committed againft this ad, fhall be brought and

&ec. ‘commenced within twelve months after fuch offence committed, or the
fame fhall be void and of none cffect.

Provifo. V. [Provived altwaps, That after the expjration of the aforefaid
term of fourteen years, the fole right of printifg or difpofing of copies
S : ' - ‘ thall
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